AMERICANS   ALL
In common with its surroundings and adjacent
Middle Western states, Wisconsin is one of the areas
where rural agricultural population of foreign-language
origin is thickest, and by far its largest element is un-
questionably Scandinavian and German. From my
stay in Minnesota I remembered that Germans seemed
j
almost as numerous as the Swedes in rural sections, and
I also remembered that my Swedish farmer friend Oscar
Johnson had a daughter named Greta, who was mar-
ried to a German near Center City. So I telephoned
over to Minneapolis and got myself invited to Swedish
Greta's German farm.
Her German farmer husband, named Oscar, too, had
been told I was a friendly writer, so he piloted me
so kind to me that it is a pleasure and duty to thank them. Mr
Farrell was an American machine-gunner in the World War, and
one of his most sympathetic collaborators is Mr J. F. Schreier,
official of the Central National Bank, who was a Uhlan in the
World War. In 1917 they were trying to kill each other. They
now frequently lunch together, and sometimes invite Theodore
Andrica, of the Cleveland Press, who conducts a regular depart-
ment in that great American newspaper, devoted locally and inten-
sively to subjects on which a book like this can only touch the high
spots. Andrica has already published a series of more than a hun-
dred pieces, entitled Around the World in Cleveland, which should
be studied by every other heterogeneous city in America. As part
of Cleveland's park system there are beautiful German gardens,
with German shrubs, trees, flowers, and statuary. (Also Italian,
Polish, Russian, Scandinavian gardens.) In other words, Cleveland
recognizes itself as a Melting Pot, works at it, arrives at mutual
happy understandings, and has less tension among foreign-language
race groups than any other city. To this harmonious understand-
ing the Germans, whose largest immigration waves came in the
seventies and eighties, have contributed their part. They have
become mostly wholesale grocers, brewers, bankers, manufacturers,
tailors, carpenters, skilled craftsmen, and artisans. Comparatively
few of them are employed as factory labour in the rolling mills
and other steel-iron industries, and they constitute no special
labour problem whatsoever. Big German names in Cleveland are
Grothe, Weideman, Spang, Schuele, Richman, Kundtz—sewing*
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